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II) May 19841 embarked on ajourney to Chlna
ey pllgrlrnage\hatthrn d.out to be one of the most
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" |67| H~~i?1~:J?~fnerl JJ1~7~|X ~r taken lhad not

\; h~~i,~u~h; ti'11~f)~tW1lh~~0~~ Rf: planthis tfip to ..
'e . <l~|,~~at }~~}\~~eusy.p!"shing my classes, at

T the UI)|verS|ty, of, NeW,Mexico, returnmg a week
.~,;;,p~|7 rJ~~m| \ v(N]d.{H[/stt CQIlleg~ con-
),)\1f~rr~9}| )", F~QqBIHt?,r7'1of Humane Letters

(onrne,,apd returning ,home the .week before that
r"f~ 05~ t~~~ ~Q'Zh‘]'({eﬁ“1rr Valleyo'f Caiifor-"

. - L ,pla ~1so, | pad 9 lengrossed 10 a serie~ of other
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Dat~ .lectures | ~ad pr:s~nted during the spring Sud-
,denly the 'reality, of the trip to China was upon me.
Anaya, Rudolfo A. ‘an? | had not hadtime to really anticipate it,
A Chicano in China.

| had traveled abroad before, to Europe" into

1. Anaya, Rudolfo A._journeys-China. Greece ard throug~ the Mediterranean to Istanbul,

2. China-Description  and travel-1976-

to Canada and many times to Mexico, But there
8. Authors, American-20th  century-Biography, was something singular about going to China,
4, Mexican Americans-Social life and customs, \\ something special that prompted me to keep a
l. Title ' journal of my dai,ly impressions My response to
PS3551.N2724631986 818'5403 [B] 86,11259 \ China wa~ highly personal." 1 felt that during my
ISBN0-8263-0888-0 \travels important answers would be revealed to
© 1986 by the University of New Mexico Press. All me” What answers? What revelations did | seek?
rights reserved To be truthful, 1 dig not know exactly what I
First edition, sought Iwou Iq b“a traveler in search of symbols
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Rudolfo Anaya searches for"
symbols of his Native
American soul.
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"There is a f"niilyl feeling to the masses Qf pe_ople who throng tile streets.”
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;n May1984 1 embarked on a' joumey to China, a pilgrimage
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i, tha,t:~urnedout,to be ~neiofithe'!most"incredi~leJjourn~ys, li:

'~:havc everrtaken.' | ~d-traveled-abroad  beCore,.bunhere:was',

'~;.something- 'singular:' about} China.", something ~,"spcciakthaf\ .

prompted me to keep a journal or-my:daily .impressions.’ P
‘My response to China was"highly' personal. |- relt."~that

.important answers would be revealed to me. What answers?
did not.know exactly. But | would be a traveler in search of

,sY,mbotsthat c;ouidspeak the language of.my soul. | would be a traveler"

in a country, that. was the. birthplace:. of- the -Asiatic people ,-who.
thousands of years ago. wandered over the Bering Strait into the
Americas. What were the symbols of thosc people? Andwhat do they.
communicate to me across the millenium of time?

| caU my notes the Journal of a Chicano in China for specific reasons.
First. 1am a native son of the Mexican community of the United States.
and | proudly identify with that community. And, second, as a Chicano,
l also take pride in that part of me that is a Native American. | seek out
the history and thought of the Americas,because by understanding that

.past | understand better my prescnt.

My trip to China was soonsored by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The
foundation fellowships encourage growth in new and multidisciplinary
ways. Certainly. travel is one of the'ways in which we Rain knowledge
about the integrated earth on which we live. So in mid-May, 19 Kellogg
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! i~S8occeeev-c-eet.  out-' for':;;China.~Our;;Chinese~: ¢

sponsor was the Chinese Athletic Aeeocteuou,” '
Why the association? Our group was such a'

diverse mixture Ol scholars that it w,~s the
only agency that dared, to sponsor us.', r* .~
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.. -v-In'China, Iwlsited-the holy mountains and;'- .
' temples.il prayed at auclent.shrines, Lwalkedz, ~\| I%]\ ~~h
" the ,polluted. streets of the cities,| mixed .with,’ ‘01~~ h,0J>" ~h~
" -the-J;peo~I~.-":1.;p~lled~-lhe~";intoy" dream.' . i~ \t~t3) ;5 <
.. ~wal~e~~1Dtheir lactcries.rprisons'und. hOSpl". i ~E ,fl T~~~ ~t {Nr ~~~Jjk~
'<J,~'tals,|, toured their markets, and I sat in their.i . L. I~.~:

', homes. |.went to communicate and these' are':
|mpr~ss|ons 9( tha(.commumcatlon " ot
: r .
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TMay, [1,~J9R4. -Slf.LE'ran(:,.~) ., ‘didil, t.- ~ 3347
" ~i;,{I".~=am"' going ; toCbma~today )Where ~do.l:find~~

"' the ‘hcg;r...nmi§:,~thc!JcsirOI;‘fG ..'th~o vilg"~ffiCiga?jr-
A family' story-whispers that.our ~randfathe;f"~
when he' was' @' young man, visited China. F'
asked my mother, "Did Grampa go to China?'~-

She rapped my head. "Mind your manners,
Boy. Don't speak ill of the dead. Yes, your
grandfather could speak Chinese when he had
a cup or two, but he never went to China."

1 remember my grandfather, farmer of the
Puerto de Luna valley. a landlocked Chicano
in the llano of New Mexico. He never saw the
sea; he never saw China.

So, 1am' going to China for Gramps and for
myself. A visit to the origin. The origin that
doe(not  belong'to-Spain. 1 go to ,find an
u~derstanding of til.atother half of my,nature ..
\Il'jMY 1wifdatricia, and Ispend the day in San',
Francisco. AU trips to China should begin in,
San Francisco, city of the Orient, city that-.~
, gaz.es into the setting sun. The Spaniards came
into your bay in the 16th century. But Chinese:
voices had . lingered in 'your, air centuries-
before. In Portsmouth's Square Park. the old"
Chinese men: of tbe. neighborhood gather to:
take' the sun (as 1 imagine today .in- some:
.village in Northern New Mexico. the old men:".
gather in the chill of a spring'morning to take,
the sun). The Chinese gentlemen play cards. ~.
gamble, play dominoes. Feisty old men. Brown
like me. Wrinkled. In heaven, Grampa plays
checkers with uld Chinese gentlemen.

May 14, DeijinK

iEJ Tercer Mundo! lie JJeg.,do, can un.1
caution ell mj coraz6l)." Peking, land of my
grandfather's dreams. 1 rush to embrace the
Chinese. Brown brothers. Hala! Can you
imagine a billion new souls for La Raz.a? We
could rule the world.

Peking/Beijing docs not surprise me. On the
bus'ride into the citY,1 have a vague feeling 1
have been here berore. The streets arc busy A
with construction, a new subway. It's like <'All arOIInd us as far as I can scc in thc laze, farmers \Vork tiic vallcy."
Mexico City. but with Jess color, fewer cars," N et Tl a
. more, .people:.We ,pass. the shops that .. line:~\MailS,t. .. ("=

F ;'. ', ~walls. The; crowds are thick. The Chinese do
/ - 1' \."Beiding.Un~verslty;- the: gates of, Ihe-Summ~r.~ 7 :"1"odJly;."we~.;~i1H. toUI\ thecitXe. camera s m-~,; pot-smil~An~ Yet, t~Icre is. anair of gaiety.-

. ~alace.~~he E.mpresses', Pag~.~ on,tho,hill a";~f'~h~d",We ~re ~4YItP see China. We are f~WW 1Work~rs. ,famlhes ‘With- their childre~, have . '
W ‘J‘ C<'meo rcs;,lo porthwcst Beiling. O~r hotel 5., HY'see-.tJ:1e- real~typr~-El Tercer ~undo~.\' --r,"s 1corne to see the glory: of tbe old dynasties, the
)~~~ Jtiful;.~I\.e .in;thl;;)footbH1. ~~(~~~tK§f~ I}IJ~~" .Th~!'r.idato\Beijing-.is,bucoli~, 'with ahardl ;an~|e~ts who cr~a~~d s~cb opulence and glory.;,."
t . \J'I lls:.Hotel.~'A.fl~tmg,name.Ir'"- T,I'\";~"~Y";";" f. ;. ~"=,edge.,~ple'ol\the'v,'ay ~ towork .fllUhe ~arrow;:: ,Tbls ISan old clvlliz.atton. Perhaps the'o~dcst:,.,:""
- J .Our::.roombas' bathroom! marble . a.sIIdmg "streetSi'P~ch  Jt(ee--,orchards, hnc. the ~roads."~ ,:on earth. No wonder they have called outSiders"
JS‘ lass?4°or~,t~t :I00ks"down'on a,pond ;of the(~ :~_Therejare" fjelds-1- of~~matoes .~)Oio~s;".yeget~,: ,f barb~rians;, No:wonder,-.'throughou.t tbeir his.-
~=~9}d~n',~grpss,.C;hinesc.~pinc t.~-ecs:!T~cre:.~;ables.,~Rice.~,paddie8.\~~rmer,!i are .at~.~ork!<".ltory,-"t~ey fhav~ .,b~cn {-wary-,o.f- the;:;West

oL f5s.aj~s~~1111.ngROO~~here.; the, ~a~~d~oft th~i. }cyerywhere -<;rampa'~ .r,0lks.;-.f\n:occaSional:, .(Nod,ermsffi bas' Just( come to Cbma.,.,"'~:-r"""
V<~J \h:i~>,g~,p-.sJYIm~~fore\,dl~ner.:I- ~rka Ive,.s~8ri' ;'JfISh~~~. ~l<~ by-thtr.slde,of the ca~l, bampoo .:'r;;In the. palace grounds, t~e dragon abounds
~\’>Be1.]|~g be.er,fmake. rrlen~sw'th th~.,ol.d-pmer "\pole ove~,, teraI r,"rots orJru~ks.ar~: ~I} ~~/

~ca.rve~ mto roofs"carv.~,d mto bronz.e. Some-

L~ > tree-~. ouIste\my wmdow: and~s|ecP~-""IOlghtroad ‘Chmese.' t*Ic~s:loaded for,work.,:" '~ ,tbmg- about --the::'vast- courtyards~'bclween-,::" """}, :
[--" > e tbeful~ 'mooneRNe~~MeiXi~9 pecks'.o;ver-tbe. .. ~rQur.des~ination 1S,the,Forbidden City,tbe old,~ ~building!J remillds me of' Teotihuacan 'In Mex~ C 7%,,>{

~ g ; ,,gard ~h.'}:'hddre~ze:t~';"O~gh.~heJ.open.do; er,, . ,,Imp~rJ ab:citY~onhe,Min~ and, Qingpynasties.;~ 1ico'|Tbe walls,,,the' smell, th~,sprigs of gra~s ~." >" M

e FRSN H - By oL I S N Y e~~~ Bl~ o~~~ g W ~~S!, ~~~~~J~~ .\ i~ Ci~ .~ O~ g O,
| |
, |

' ~

- J,,~b,.,..,~.~~J# ot (K e e ~~t~~~?0,.ii 1% =i






20208, 3 LP-K\~V G ~J g ot th— i i THli~ | £ <= Y1 1 I~ 14— it 2t - —#l—] — )




“In the faces of the people is written tile migratil!ns.”

~f~ltlii~~~~F.:i i B I~41] I¥~~



"The faces smile again, walch as I pass, dn double lakes."

"The dragon means supreme. power." . "l have dreamed of this maglc river."
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encountered  before “Like eaUng~ tee of the? Buddha and his fOUf,
guardians. The most interestmg
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eros end.vaqueros' who are part
of the community but. have a big~
streak’ of Independence Order for
usceeates'anarchy in our hearts.
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